Abstract -The Metohian Prokletije Mountains are the outermost southeastern branch of interior Dinaric Alps. They are one of the most important centers of floristic diversity of the Balkan Peninsula, with many endemic Balkan species.
INTRODUCTION
The Prokletije Mountains belong to the Dinaric Alps region within the wide Mediterranean mountain chain zone. They are one of the most complex mountain ranges on the Balkan Peninsula consisting of 24 mountain groups situated in the border zone of Serbia, Montenegro and Albania. The Metohian Prokletije Mountains are geologically very diverse with various rocks formations (magmatic, sediment and metamorphic), ranging from Paleozoic to the Quaternary age. The whole area is dominated by glacial, periglacial, karst and fluvial relief with steep ridges, almost erect craggy walls and deep river valleys, gorges and canyons (Belij, 2003) .
Climatic conditions are exceptionally variable, with four distinctive regions: submountain (600-1150 m), mountain (1150-1750 m), highmountain (1750-2250 m) and subnival (above 2250 m) (Radovanović, 1996) . The annual isotherm at 600 m is 10 o C, while at 2500 m it is 0 o C. Average annual precipitation ranges from 650 mm (Istok) to about 2000 mm (Juničke Planine Mountains). At higher altitudes (above 1500 m) there are more than 60 days yearly with snow cover above 10 cm, which lasts from 90 to 120 days (Radovanović and Vasiljević. 2003) .
The barrier position of Prokletije Mountains on the northern limits of the Mediterranean Basin with mixed mediterranean and continental influences, peculiar geological, geomorphological and climatic variability as well as glacial-refugial character, were important for the evolution of specific, very diverse and rich flora and vegetation (Stevanović, 1992a; 1999; Tomović, 2007; Niketić, 2005; Amidžić, 1998; Amidžić, Stevanović, 1997; Amidžić, Belij, 1998; Janković, Pavlović-Muratspahić, 2003; Pavlović-Muratspahić, 2003; Lakušić, 1968) . Autochthonous Balkan species represented mostly by submediterranean-tertiary, eumediterranean-tertiary, oromediterranean-tertiary floristic elements as well as migroelements with different origin and age, are intermingled in this area. Particularly interesting are the arcto-tertiary, glacial and boreal elements.
MATERIALS AND METHODS
As a result of comprehensive field work conducted from 1994 to 1997 in the area of the Metohian Prokletije Mountains, which comprise c. 96000 ha from 500 to 2656 m, as well as literature survey, abundant herbarium material was collected and deposited in the Herbarium of the Institute for Nature Conservation of Serbia and the Institute for Nature Conservation of Vojvodina province.
The plant material was identified according to Josifović (1964 Josifović ( -1977 , Sarić (1986; 1992) , Tutin et al. (1968 Tutin et al. ( -1980 , Tutin et al. (1993 ), Jordanov (1963 -1979 , Velchev (1982 -1989 ), Micevski (1985 -2005 , and Jávorka and Csapody (1991) . The classification of floristic elements follows Gajić (1980) , Meusel et al. (1965; 1978) , Meusel and Jäger (1992) and Stevanović (1992b) .
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
So far 1611 taxa of species and subspecies level have been recorded in the high mountain zone of the Metohian Prokletije Mountains above the forest line, i.e. 44% of vascular flora in Serbia (Amidžić, Panjković, 2003) , with 283 Balkan endemic taxa (about 14% of all recorded taxa). The class Dicotyledones within division Magnoliophyta was dominant with 1303 taxa classified into 352 genera and 85 families. The class Monocotyledones was represented by 255 taxa classified into 81 genera and 12 families.
Families with the largest number of endemic taxa were Asteraceae (68), Caryophyllaceae (24), Lamiaceae (19), Scrophulariaceae (19), Brassicaceae (15), and Fabaceae (14) (Tab. 1), which is generally in accordance with the taxonomic spectrum of the Balkan Peninsula (Turrill, 1929) .
The richest genus, with 33 recorded endemic taxa, was Hieracium L., which distinguishes the Dinaric Alps as one of the centers of Hieracium evolution and diversity. It is followed by the genus Dianthus L. with 9 taxa, which shows the interconnection of Prokletije Mountains and the wider East Mediterranean area as the speciation center of this genus. Other important genera were Achillea L., Campanula L., Stachys L., Thymus L. and Saxifraga L. with 6 taxa, and ciana (Hackel) K. Richter, Geum bulgaricum Pančić, Stachys alpina L. subsp. dinarica Murb. etc.), Scardo-Pindic-Moesian (Armeria rumelica Boiss., Androsace hedraeantha Griseb., Alchemilla bulgarica Rothm., Campanula patula L. subsp. epigaea (Janka) Hayek, Fritillaria graeca Boiss. & Spruner, Hypericum rumeliacum Boiss. subsp. rumeliacum etc.) (Fig. 1) .
Particularly interesting are local endemic species (23) The most recent estimates show that Balkan Peninsula flora cointains 2600 to 2700 endemic taxa with c. 400 local endemics (Stevanović et al., 2005) . On the area of the Metohian Prokletije Mountains (c. 96000 ha) over 10% of Balkan endemic taxa and about 6% of Balkan local endemic taxa can be found, which strongly supports its importance as a center of floristic diversity in the Balkans.
